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Should we regulate
the organtrade?

at is happening in the inter-
national illegal crgan tradetoday
is monstrous. Ainng on TVO in
Cotarios (Dhec, 7 at % pom. EST)
and cn the Enowledge Metwork
in British Colurmbia (Dec. 13 at 9 pon. PST)
is a new decumentary, The Market. It follows
the tales of two families: a daughter, a mother
(whose kidneys are failing and
whio has been waiting for a new
kidney for over five years) and a
grandmather in Manaimo, BC.,
and two ssters in Chennai, India
{one s an ilegal crgan broker;

ColimLeslle  the other wants to sl ene of
Editor her kidneys for $ 2500 to pay off
debts).

In India, selling cngans is illegal bat fAeurishes
wia a black market involving brites all the way
from brokers in the shims to health-care workers
in the hospitals, The documentary shows every-
thing cne expects Westemers pay $40,000 bt
the kidney sellers get a small fraction of that; the
organ traffickers cheat the sellers after the renal
transplant and give them half, orless, of the pit-
tance they were promised.

The situaticn isn't much better for those who
o overseas to get a harvested human argan on
the Hack market. Many receive less than optinnal
medical care and end up with antibictic-resistant
infections, berculoss and organ failure.

Sa, its a horror show,

Ome reaction to this is to goall "Duich prac-
tical” and take aview that looks at things this
way: “Liock, we'ne not going to get rid of pros-
titution or drugs, solet us decriminalize thern
and we can then provide some harm reduction
strategies”

In principle, the same applies here. As long
ag there is an organ shortage, desperate rich folk
in Western naticns and desperately poor folk in
developing nations, there is going to be organ
selling whether we like it or not.

The goal of internat ional regulation of the
organ trade would be to get crganized crime aut
af it, get fair prices and safer practices for donars
and safer medical care for recipients

About 5000 people sl organs cn the Hack

rrarket each year, Dir. Francis Delmonico, a
anrgery professor at Harvard and an adviser an
transplants to the Word Health Organization,
recently told Bloomberg News.

“There have been auccesses fighting argan
trafficking around the world?” said Dr. Delmon-
ico, president-elect of the Montreal-based Trans-
plantation Scciety, which Lobbies govemments to
crack down on illicit procedures. “Bat argan traf-
ficking continues to flourish becanse {criminal
gangs) exploit shortages of cngan donoms”

In 2008, more than 150 transplant specialists
from nearly 20 countries inclading Canada, the
LUK, the TS, Prance, India and China signed
the Istanbul Declaration on Crgan Trafficking
and Transplant Tourism, calling for a total ban
on organ trafficking and transplant towrism. Last
year, the Canadian Society of Transplantaticn
and Canadian Society of Mephro gy issued a
joint policy staternent en dorsing the Istanbal
Dieclaration.

Fight now, [ran & the only naticn in the world
where buying and selling crgans islegal.

Aryone who spent possibly too much of their
formative years reading science fiction knows
how macabre "organlegging” can became: W
slide down & slippery slope and the poor become
littke rnere than organ farms so the rich can have
langer lives.

But the idea that decriminalizing and regulat-
ing kidney saks will kead tothe buying and se1I-
ing of eyeballs, hearts and young skin is question-
abile. There are many things that could become
slippery slopes, yet we as raticnal agents have
dedgned systems so they dont.

Blany of us find the sale of human body parts
gruesome However, is that feeling of revulsion
an impertant thing—a deeply embedded part of
our brains telling us that we must have respect for
the integrity of our fellow rman’s bady, for, when
we don't, wicked danger harks? Cr does the reval-
sicn we fieel simply come from growing up with
the mares of the time and place in which we wene
raised?

The idea af selling human body parts strikes
us all as ghoulish, But isleaving it in the hands of
arganized crime—and not being able to wipe it
ot—rrecre ghoulish?—Colin Leslie, editor



